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OPERATIONS OF THE 2ND RANGER BATTALION

IN THE HURTGEN FOREST, 6-8 DECEMBER,1944
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)

(Personal experience of a platoon leader)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph concerns the operations of the and
Ranger Battalion, in an attack and defense of key terrain
within the Hurtgen Fgrest during the Rhineland Campaign,

6 to 8 December, 1944, Tt is primarily a small wnit
action, only one of many such actions which took place as
thé Anerican forces slowly pushed forward towafd the Rhine
River - the last formidable obstacle before the final drive
into the heart of Germany. |

To establish a purpose and mission of the operation
outlined herein, it is necessary that events leading up to
early December, 1944 he described in some detail.

GENERAT, SITUATION

During the early days of December, 1944, and prior to
the German counter-offensive (commonly called the 'Battle
of the Bulge'), the Allied Armies were situated generally
"along the western border of Germany.! In the north, or on
the left flank, was the 2lst Army Group, composed of the
Canadian First Army and the British Second Army. In the
central sector of the fromt was the 12th Army Group, com-
posed of the Ninth U, 8. Army, the First U, S. Army and the
ThirdU. S. Army. In the south, or on the right flank, was
theésfh Army Group consisting of the S8venth U, S. Army and
the French First Army. (1)

(1) See Map A.
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On 21 October, 1944, 1l2th Army Group issued certaln
instructions to the Ninth, First and Third U, S. Armies.
These instructions directed a general attack to the east.
The objective assigned to the First Aimw was to "reach
the Rhine River in the vicinity of COLOGNE and BONN and
%o selze a bridgehead across the Rhine River should such
‘a gituation develop". If the possibility of selzing a
bridgehead across the Rhine did not develop, the First
Army would adopf as its secondary mission the clearing of
ali enemy in the area bounded on the south by the Moselle
River, on the north by COLOGNE and on the east by the

% Bhine River. (2)

ﬂyvf/////”//ﬂln coordination with thls mission assigned to the
| First Army, the Ninth Army was directed to lawmch an
| attack at the same time with the.purpose of "protecting

the left, or north flank of the First Army". The 12th
Army Group instructions also directed that the left, or
north boundary of the First Army be determined by the zone
in which First Army would make its main effort. The
Third Army was directed "to advance to the Rhine River
in the MAINZ-WORMS area, seize a bridgehead if possible,
with a secondary migsion of clearing enemy from the area

north to the Moselle River, (2)(§wa5 ¢ﬁ~'a'ﬂa

FIR ARMY SITUATION
see maf B

The First U. 8. Army, at the time of this 1Rth Army
Group order, consigted of the VII Corps, the V¥ Corps and
the VIII Corps. VII Corps was on the left, or north flank;
v Corpé was in the central sector; VIII Corps was on the

south, or right flank. (3)

e

(2) A-11,pg.98-99 (3) See Map B.
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Tncluded in the First Army sector was a wooded area
of approximately fifty square miles called the Hurtgen
Forest. This forest is within a triangle formed roughly
by the cities AACHEN-DUREN-MONSCHAU, First Army troops
entered this forest for the first time in September, and
were still attempting to clear the area of enemy at this
time., (4)

Acting on the directive issued By 12th Army Group,
First Army Headquarters issued a letter of instructions
on the 26 October verifying the Army Group order and the
alteration of Corps boundaries directed by this order.
(i.e.- boundary between armles to be determined by the
First Army's main effort). First Army's instructions of
268 October further outlined plans and missions for the
VII, V and VIII Corps. The plans were: (5)

1. "V Corps would initiate a prelliminary oper-
ation with mission of securing the area formed
by VOSSENACK~SCHMIDT-STRAUCHM.

2. "ii Corps would make a_coordihated attack

in the direction of DUREN-COLOGNE., The mission
was to penetrate the enemy's positions and reach
'the Rhine River in vicinity of COLOGNE". (this
being the main effort, First Army boundary be-
came the left flank of VII Corps)

3. Myhen VII Corps accomplished its mission of
penetrating the enemy's positions, V Corps was
.to be prepared to advance to BONN on Army orders".
4, "VIII-Corps was assigned the mission of con-
ducting an aggressive defense within its zone and
to make preparations for an advance on KOBLENZ on

Army orderh,

(4)2-1,pg.165 (5)A-1,pg.67
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A tentatilve date for the preliminary operation, that of

V Corps, was set for 1 November.,

Between 26 October and 1 November, the offensive
activity within the First Army zone was limited to minor
gains and preparations for the coming offensive. (6)

YV _CORPS SITUATION

The V Corps at this time was composed of the 28th
Infantry Division, the 9th Infantry Division, the 4th
Infantry Division and the 5th Armored Division. (7)

The 28th Division was on the north flank where it
had relieved the 9th Division; the 4th Division was on
the south flank and was to revert to VII Corps after
1 November; the 9th Division had moved to an assembly
area on relief by the 28th and constituted a part of
the Corps reserve; the 5th Armored Division was holding
the central portion of the line with some umits as Corps
reserve. (8) @&7

V Corps, whose mission wag the prgliminary operation
ocutlined by First Army directive, initiated action to
accomplish this task. Corpe assigned the VOSSENACK-
SCHMIDT-STRAUCH objecti?e to theVEth Division with
directions on 23 October to prepare for the attack be-
tween 26 October and 1 November, (7)

Brr T NEVEhBe T, the 2nd Remper Battallion was attiched
YoV Corps from VII Corps and the Corps:in turn attabhed
the battalion to Combat Command X, %th Armo¥ed Divisish.
Thislforde had a misgion of an attack from LAMMERSDORF
to selze high ground in vicinity of KESTERNICH and |
establish a line generally LAMMERSDORF-SIMMERATH-KESTER-

NICH. This operation would commence on the selzure of

(6)A-1,pg.68 (7)A-3,pg.284 (8) See Map C.
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SCEHMIDT by the £8th Division. (9)

On 1 November, the 28th Division attacked with_its
objective the VOSSENACK-SCEMIDT-STRAUCH triangle. This
attack continued until 14 November against heavy enemy
resistance and resulted in partial accomplisiment of the
assigned mission. Due to the severe casualties suffered
by the 28th Division in this attack, particularly in the
SCHMIDT area, V Corps directed that the 8th Division,
from VIII Corps, would relieve the 28th Division com- |
mencing 19 November and ¢0ntinue the mission, (i0) TUntil
relieved by the 8th Division, the 28th Division was in-

structed to organize defensive positions in place and

7 cease offensive action against SCEMIDT. (11).

‘55 }  The 2nd Ranger Battalion was directed to relieve
part of the 26th Division and act as counterattack force

until relieved by the 8th Division. After relief by the

8th Division, the battaiion'would revert to attackhment

with 5th Armored Division. The Rangers relleved a bat-

talion on the 14 November in vicinity of VOSSENACK and

were relieved by 8th Division on 2Q November. (10)

| Relief of the 28th Division was completed on 20

November. On this date, First Army reattached Combat
Command 'R!, S5th Armored Division, to V Corps from VII

Corps where this unit had been operating. V Corps
\attached this Combat Command to the 8th Division.. (10)
To continue on its assigned mission, V Corps directed

the 8th Divislon to attack on 21 November, Objective

(2)A-3,pg.288 (10)A3,Pg.308 (11)A3,Pg.304
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of this attack was to be the towns of HURTGEN and KLEIN-
HAU, generally northeast of the 28th Division objective B
:and‘through a portion of the 4th Division sector, (12,13,14)
‘To support this_attack, v Corﬁs secured an air strike

and 32 tons of bombs yere dropped on enemy in the viei- °
nity of BEBGSTEINm;dim bombers of the 9th Tactical
Air Force. This air strike had little effect on this
operation as it was delivered too early:h-(lBj

The 8th Division continued 1ts attack ﬁntil 28
November whenrthe.town of'HURTGEH was finally selzed. (16)

With the seizure of HURTGEN, V Corps was directed
by First Army on 29 November to gelze the toﬁns dff
| KLEINHAU, BRANDENBURG and BERGSTEIN in addition to their
initial assigned mission. (13,17) |

Acting on First Army orders, V Corps directed the
1Bth Division to seize the high ground in the BERGSTEIN
kiareé. A(lB) )

' The 8th Division, with Combat Command 'B! and the
ond Ranger Battalion attached, (19) attacked 1 December
and continued wntil 3 December at which time they had
establishad a line genérally north and southwest of
BERGSTEIN, - Combat Cqmman@ 'Rt succeeded in seizing
KLEINHAU during this attack. (18) Three air strikes were
made against BERGSTEIN during the time of this attack but
the enemy still occupied BERGSTEiN. (20)

With the 8th Division reaching open_terrain in
vicinity of BRANDENBURG-BERGSTEIN, even though.%§ was
liﬁited, it pérmitted the employment of armor. (£1)
(12)A-3,pg.510 (13)See Map D (14)A-3,pg.316 (15)A-1,pg.7e

€163A~3,pg.519 (17)a-1,pg.83 (18)A-3,pg.320 (19)A-3,pg.527
20)A-1,pg 8586 (21)A-3,pg.324 o _ J




| At 0800, 3 December Combat Command 'R? attacked from
the vicinity 6f KLEINHAU and succeeded in seizing BRAND-
~ ENBURG, (28) Continuing the attack on 5 December, the
Combat Command captured BERGSTEIN, (23) Air stfikes by
9th Tactical Air Force and artillery support from the 8th
Division Artillery and the 3Bnd Field,Artiliery Brigade
aided the Combat Command in accomplishing its mission., (24)

Early the following day, G_December, the enemy

‘attempted to eject the armored forces from BERGSTEIN,
due to its tactical importance. Three counterattacks
were launched by the enemy, some of which were supported
by self-propelled fire. These éounterattacks failed to
EJecf the forces from BERGSTEIN but succeeded in oceupying
some buildings in the eastern sector of town. (23,25)

2ND RANGER BATTALION SITUATION

During the prelimihary phase of V Corps operations,
the 2nd Ranger Battalion had been attached to the 8th
Division along with Combat Command 'R! for the attack of
1 December., While the attack of the 8th Division was
progressing toward KLEIHHAU-BRANDENBURG-BERGSTEIH, the
Ranger battalion was located in an agsembly area some
two thousand yards southwest of VOSSENACK. The battalion
‘had moved into this assembly area when relieved from the
def;nsive positicns in VOSSENACK-GERMETER by the 8th Divi--
sion. Due to casualties suffered while cccupying thess/
defensive positions, t'.he Rangef compsiiles vere under-'
strength, some as much as fifty paiteuut‘ (p8)¥
(23)A-3,pg.524 (24)A-1,pg.85-86 (25)See Map D (26) Per-
sonal knowledge.
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The 8th Divislion had assigned the Ranger battalion
X the mission of serving as a mobile counterattack force to
be used should an enemy counterattack threat develop in
the division sector, V Corps maintailned control of the
battalion as it was considered a part of the Corps
reserve, |

During the period 20 Hovember to é December, the
Rangers had been training in talertst and rapid movements
to various areas wherein the enemy would likely attack.
"As a Ranger battalion is not mormally considered moblle,
V Corps attached a platoon from a Quartermaster truck
company, which gave the battalion sufficient transport-
ation to remain mobile., (27)

The Rangef'battalion conmander placed a time limit
of thirty minutes for the unit to be mobile, which in-
cluded rolling packs and moving to the truck area several
hundred yards away. On one occasion, when the column
of'the battalion was movihg from the assembly area on
a tdry-runt', it wag strafed by'enemw dircraft. At
another time, the battalion officers were reéonnoitering
possible threat areas when an enemy artillery observer

sighted the group and fired a barrage. No casualties

[were suffered on either of these occasions but the
battalion did have geveral casualties,while in thelr
assembly area, from enemy artillery fire., (28) Worth
mentioning is the‘manner in whieh thege casualtiles
occurred, and it might be termed typical of the

Hurtgen Forest.
(27) Personal knowledge (28)A-7,pg.ll,Book III
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( - Once a week, whenever possible, the battalion S-2
presented the combat situation to the unit, éssémbling

one platoon for each presentatign.' Danger of enemy

. értillery fire prevented any larger group being assembled. '3@
‘a' During one of thes? preséntations, a platoon of €:Com-

pany was grouped around the situation map. One enemy - .
hell struck a tree directly over the group, causing
tree-burst, killing-two men and wounding nine others. (29)

BATTALION MISSION

At approximately 2100, 6 December, the Ranger

battalion was released from V Corps reserve to the 8th

(29) The enemy was utilizing this terrain as observation

points to place observed fire on friendly units throughout
this portion of the Corps area. (29) |

After receiving orders for this mission, the Ranger's
battallion éommander issued a fragmentary order alerting
the battalion and directing the company commanders to

report for orders and instructions (29)

(29) Personal knowledge (30)A-3,pg.324 (31)See Map D
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. On reporting to the command post, the company

commanders were given the  gituation and battalion mission.

An attack was to take place as soon ag the battalion
could move to the vicinity of BERGSTEiH. Companies
A, B and C would selze and.hold the small ridges rum-
ning south and east from BERGSTEIN. These companies
would.prepare defensive positions to repel posoibloo
enemy attacks from south or east, and also be prepared
to act as a counterattack forece if necéssary. The other

three'companies, D, E and F, would attack from BERGSTEIN,

.4;seize and hold the high ground (Hill 400) east of the town.
schese companies would organize defensive positions against

eriemy attacks from the east and northeast. Tentatlve
time set for the main attack against Hill 400 was 0700,
7 December. The preliminary. operation southeast of the

 town would be initiated on arrival of the battalion at

BERGSTEIN, Success of the preliminary operation would
ot ey

determine the exact time of the maimattack. (32, 53)

‘While the company commaﬁders_were vith the battalion_'
commander, the companies were rolliqg their packs and
bedrolls and securing equipment to move'out. A one day
sﬁpply of K rations had been-previously issued to each
man -for such an occasion as.this, and as each man had his
baoic locad of ammunition'thare were 55 supply problems.
In spite of the training period and practicing talerts?,
there was still some confusion. This, however, was due

to the darimess and strict blackout. (32)

(32) Personal knowledge (33)A-7,pg.14, Book III
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The company commanders returned to'their companles
at 2200 and briefed their platoon leaders. Due to the
urgency of time, the briefing was incomplete. The platoon

leaders attempted to brief the platoon sergeants and

section leaders but under the circumstances could not

give them the proper arientatioh. After arriving at
BERGSTEIN sufficient time was available to orient all the
subordinate leaders, but prior to leaving the assembly area
there were a lot of unanswered questions. (34)

The battalion loaded onto trucks, and moving gener-

//kya’ally northeast, arrived fh.;pe.vicinity of HURTGEN. (35)

iﬁf
7

This trip, of approximately'ten.milgg, took over two

v =

hours due to blackout, the poor condition or sbsence off
roads and & steady rain which started falling whil$

puroutd. Detrucking at HURTGEN, the battalion formed and

moved off In column with A Company leading, adopting a
five yard interval between men as it progressed. The
detrucking'at HURTGEN wag necessary due to enemy artiliery
fire on the roads forward and the possibility of the

enemy discovering the battalion's presence.(34)

OPERATION HILI 400
6-7 DECEMBER
/ Moving on foot from HURTGEN, the Rangers followed
the road to BRANDENBURG and thence to BERGSTEIN, arriving
on the northwest edge of town at 0200 where the battalion
commander halted the column. (35) At this point, the
company commanders went forward to recelve further orders

and make a reconnaissance of the area.
(34)Personal knowledge (35) See Map D
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vjﬁﬂﬂ} Guldes from the armored eleménts in BERGSTEIN
$? . failed to meet the company commanders atnngngggggi
P¥Ju Fgg;gts so the recdnnaissance wags completed without assistf
o ance but consumed valuable time.‘ Coordination was es-
tablished with the armored commander during this time by
the Ranger commander after locating .the command post. (36)
During the march and while halted, enemy artillery
was placing harassing fire on the BBANDENBURG—BERGSTEIN
‘ 1 road, and mortar fire on the town of BERGSTEIN, Friepdly
tht*ﬂ artillery and tanks from.positiqns to the rear were placing
occasional fire on Hill 400. Some bulldings in BERGSTEIN
were burning due to these and previous fires, and aided
the Rangers in orienting themselves. (37) The battalion
suffered no casualtieg from the enemy.fire but the rain
and seeking cover in roadside ditches had drenched men
and equipment. AhenrtHe-set
Found -cower PP WS PN AW BHEMY P Men ripinednl
'thgn,,@gqggwmmﬁgw”“t“&ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ*ﬁf:x;x?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfwﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ;i1}yﬁﬁm”
abled by an enenmy mine field across the road and along the

Séer,
é?o edge of town. 5?58) At the time the Rangers arrived on the

- edge of town, the mine fleld wasg being removed by engi-
neers of thé 1171st Engineer Combat Group to clear routes
of communication. (39)

] The company commanders returned to their companies

and at 0300 Companies A, B and C moved in column from

)

the northwest edge of town to their assigned objective,
the high ground southeast of town. No enemy was encount-

ered during the move to these positions other than the

jenemy harassing artillery and mortar flres.

(36) Personal knowledge (37)A-7,pg.14, Book III (38)See
Map B (39)A-3,pg.326. -

-14-



Company A occupied positions previously prepared
vy the enemy before withdrawing. Companies B and C

roceeded 1o prepare their defen51ve positions. All

hree companies had completed their accupatinn.and
reparation of defensive positlons prior to daylight.(40,41)
Following the movement of Companies 4, B, and C,
Companies D, E, and F moved from the northwest edge of
"town to their tentative line of departure on the eastern
edge of town. During this move, these companies found
it necessary to clear msmwwm had
infiltrated into town during previous enemy counterattacks
and darkness. ﬂﬁuﬁswumﬁu“wmm&vh@wwﬂwc!mﬁﬂﬂiﬂ”ﬁ§?§§§ﬁﬁg
a4 s, offering little resistance and were quickly

b

eliminated, Several enemy were taken prmsoner with no
casualties suffered by the Rangers. (42)

In the early morning hours, Companies 4,8, and c
southeast of town observed enemy vehicles, probably self-
propelled guns, several hundred yards to their fronmt, or
south of BERGSTEIN. An artillery coneentration was
requested. by A Company through the battalion command post
and adjustment of fire made by the men on the front line.
One ‘tank of the 5th Armored elements in town also fired
on these vebhicles. .esﬁgfs of this fire, nor the exacf
type of vehicle could be determined due to the ground
haze. The enemy vehicles did take cover after the fire. (42)

Companies D, E, and ¥, from their positions on the
eastern edge of town, crossed their line of departure in

a general skirmish line at approximately 0700. (41)
(40)Ar3,pg.524 (41) See Map E (42)Personal knowledge.
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These companies moved rapid;y across the open ground
\ between Hill 400 and BERGSTEIN and assaulted the hill.
V@J. I\Eauny-gmmd resistance was relatively light Weessisturale

gt

A

small arms fire and enemy shells falling in thehareg

eanused gome casvalties. The majority of the hill defen-

ders, svidently a delaying force, withdrew to wooded #ieas'
eagt of the hill positien® (43)

Enemy troops defending this‘ terrain were later
4 identified through prisoner interrogation. From tee

MMM Intelligence Operations, V Corps in FEurope, page €8,

: " The snemy defenses of the hill had been entrusted 0 a
w speeial task force created from the companies of 1955
:}ﬁ Infantry Regiment (asﬁx Ipfantry ‘Divisieln)".

3",-»‘/ At 0830, Companies D, E, and F reported by radio to
the battalion command post that thelr mission was com-
plete and the hill secure. {(43,44)

While the attack on the hill wasg in progress-, and
6nce the enemy determined an attack was in progress, heavy
‘artillery and mortar fires were placed on BERGSTEIN and
the BRANDENBURG-BERGSTEIN road, After the Rangers!

e

- selzure of the hill, the enemy shifted the weight éf his
6‘}@'{' fires onto the hill and used only intermittent mortar
fires against the town itself. Thesge fireés came frch
enexy positions south and east ef BERGESTRIN as well a%
frem -posﬁ:ie’m east of the Roer River.r (45)

As a result of the enemy fires on the hill,
_k cempanies begahn to s*:_;\ffer heavy casualties, baving had n& |
time to dig emplacements. Birudihtion of vounied lmmediaty
ely beeame e gerious problen, ‘

(43)A-3,pg.324 (44)See Map E (45)Personal knowledge.
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- To cope with the casualty problem, the battalion

medical officer moved the aid station into a church in

tallations vere under the same fire that fell on the

hill and town but of necessity had to be close to the
troops. Despite the vallant efforts of the ﬁedical |
officer and his aid men;.same,casualties had to await
darkness before receilving aid. The medical officer was
killed by enemy mbrtar fire(gﬁ the next day while per-
forming his duties. (46)

Meanwhile, the companles southeast of town were.
receiving some casualtles from enemy artillery and
mortar fire but were not being depleted as was the force
on the hill. (47) | .

Enemy fire continued falling in the area for the
remainder of the day, varylng in intensity.

vk &

an |
DTSR AHE Serive s, the enemy launéhed two

counterattacks against the companies on the hill. (48)

Both of these attacks were preceded by artillery and
mortar preparations on Hill 400 and BERGSTEIN

(46)A-7,pg.16 Book III (47)Personal kmowledge (48)See MapEk
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The attacking forces comsisted of appruximately”
150 nnany infantry in both atti@hﬁ During the first
attack, the enemy approached to within small arms range
by following the artillery preparations; thils attack was
repulsed primaril#;ith accurate small arms fire.

After being repulsed on the initial attack, the enemy
withdrew and reorganized. Th&«ummmmtwﬂmm§k+s&v*the
eneny smployding fire amd marmever -in ‘dn zttempt to closd
with the Rangers. This attack was likewise repulséd by
accurate small arms fire but only after the enemy succeeded
in coming within close range.

The enemy attacks falled to make a penetration of
the Ranger's positioms but did succeed in esusing adore
casualties by mortad and smiper fite. (49)

Late in the afternoon, the battalion commander ordered
A Company from its positions southeast of town into BERG-
STEIN. A Cgmpany was to act as a reserve and connterattack
force should the need arise. (5b). |

This company was further ass}gned the mission of
eliminating any enemy that succeeded in surrounding the
‘companies on the hill, or infiltrated into the town to
harass friendly troops. Some enemy snipers were belileved
to be in parts of the town but there was no confirmation

on this, (50)

(49)A-2,p8.68 (50)4-7,pg.15, Book III.
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TION LI 400
7-8 DECEMBER

During the night, enemy patrols were active attempting
to infiltrate through and around the hill position to cut
off the companies! supply and communication. These enemy
attempts were unsuccessful, due in part to extsnsive use;
af-hnnd-grenades by the rangérs. The enemy did capture
one casualty when the litter bearers went for riflemen
after being attacked. (51)

Artillery and mortar fire continued to fall inter-
mittently throughout the area. On the scutheast of town,
Companies B and C altered thelr posltions to close the
gap left by the vithdraﬁal of A Company. A patrol sent
out from C Company attempted to obtaln locations of enemy
positions. Due to enemy fires and wooded terrain, the
patrol returned without any new information., (51)

By utilizing all availaﬂle nedival and headquarters
Jeepg, all the casualties sﬁffered during the day were
evacuated., (51) '

In the early morning hours, prior to daylight, the
remainder of Combat Commaﬁd tR! withdrew to positions in
the rear. (52) This unit originally seized BERGSTEIN and
durlng its occcupation of the town had suffered numerous
casualties both in men and materiel. (51)

Prior to 0700 on the morning of 8 December, more heavy
enemy artillery and mortar fire fell on Hiil 400 and BERGSTEIN.
Following the usuaitpattegg, the enemy counteraiiscked at 0700
with o eompany of infantry supported by fire from urmored
yerlvles, (53) |

(51)Personal knowledge (52)A-1,pg 87 (53)See Map F.
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This attack was aimed at the companies southeast
of town. The enemy approached within small arms range
before becoming disorganized. -Agein the enemy attadq
vas repulsed by accurate small arms and auvtomatic wea~
pomrs- £ire, (54) - |
At 0900, the enemy forces made another attempt to
dislodge the companies from Hill 400. (54) By this time,
the three compenies on tha hill had been reduced to about
one~tiird size due to casualiles lnecurred the Plirst day
q* gﬂﬂfﬁigﬁt.' This attacking force was smaller than previous
ones but due to the weakness of the defense, reached a
position 50-100 yards from the Ranger positions. Artillery
support and small arms fire finally drove the enemy back,(55,56)
Before the 0900 attack struck the hill positions, an
4. artiliery forward observer from the 32nd Fleld Ar+ilYefy
Brigade had reported into the battalion command post., The
artille:y fires this observer direeted aided the companies
matefially in driving back the enemy. One enemy group
was caught between the artillery fires and friendly line

by ad justment of fire between the companles and the

observer...this group suffered heavy casualties. (56)

e

With the repulse of this last attack, the actions of

the enemy were unbelievably quiet. The remainder of the

“".ﬁj”’ﬁ'

morning saw only sporadic artillery and mortar fire landing
in and arownd BERGSTEIN. (56)

During the afternoon, an armed reconnaissance misslon
of four 9th Air Force fighter-bombers(P-47s) was sighted

abofe_the area.,
(54)A~2,pg .68 (55)See Map F (56)Personal knowledge.
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This mission had not been requested by the Rangers
but was a most welcome sight to the troops on the ground.
The £light was either seeking t&rﬁatsaaf eppertumiyy, or
had been. requested by units of the 8th Division-ai!ug’were
operating north and south of BERGSTEIN, 8Strafing and
hombing, the flight attacked enemy positicns several
hundred yards southeast of the town, offering the ground

- troops a brief respite from enemy shelling. While strafing,

v 1

|

some of the fire was delivered into the company positions
southeast 6f town, but no casualties were suffered.(57)
At approximately 1700, the snemy again laumched an
attack, this time against Both Ranger forces. This two
pronged attack was preceded by heavy artillery and moriar
preparations plus self-propelled fire on the troops south-
east of town., Again the enemy was thrown back by fire,
Including a veritable tcurtain of fire! around the entire
sector fired by the supporting artillery. Had it not been;
for\thﬁyg;artiilsry fires, the enemy may hlvw_susaqfégg;gh;
. Of all the enemy attacks, this final one

 offered the most dangerous threat as the entire battalion

defense system had been weakened through numercus casualtles
inflicted by enemy fires. (58,59) |

Failing on this attack, the enemy withdrew to his
previous positions. The remainder of the day and night saw
only barassing ertillery and mortar fire falling in the
sector; (57) |

Late in the afternoon, information was recelved at
the battalion command post that a rellef would be'affected
that night. (57)

(57) Personal knowledge (58)4A-2,pg.68 (59)See Map F

~29.



The battalion commander alerted the companies for
the ﬁoﬁe'té'the réar. Bach company seﬁt a gulde to the
pattalion command post at 2000 to lead relieving units
onto positions. At about 2200, the first elements of
the 13th Infantry, 8th Division arrived at the command
post and relief of the Ranger companies was started
immediately. (60)

The companies on the hill were relieved first, with
F Company moving into the lead. Relief of thﬁ entire
battalion was accomplishsd at 2400.

To add to the discomfort of the depleted and weary
Rangers, & haavy gnow started falling.early in the eve-
ning. As if to plague the unit,‘this snow continusd
until the battalion closed in its”former.assembly area. (61)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

§&ﬁ¥tﬂhﬂ§d§$%f using miscellaneous troops

, >
5@3,69 and supporting weapons can be geen in the enemy's failure

2 .
1 to penetrate the weakened Ranger defense line.

(60) A-8,pg.43-44 (61) Personal knowledge
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Similarly, enemy infiltration foniips were too smsll
to accomplish their mission, ani lscked aggressivensss]
An_exposed positlon, such as the
Elll 400, is highly valnerable to infiltration or en-

: This salient belng the most easterly
‘point to which the Allies had driven, it offered the
e ,,h"’" |
ixfxwﬂfﬂ enemy the opportunity to place a mass of fires from three
sides onto the attacking force. The ability of the enemy
69 'to mags and deliver these fires resulted'in heavy casﬁhl-

go# "~ |tles to the attacking force even after the objective had
L]
been selzed. Total cagualties in the Ringer battalidn

=thirds of the spti

@pr'l have lessened casualiles in this operatidn. svrrieiea;;z;gzzz:g:kﬁrA
time was net allowed for coordimation outside of the 47
companies, nor for cbtaining supporting firks. This

urgency of time, howevér, was due to the weakmess of

friendly units defending the area and the nature of the
enemy held terraln.
Artiliery could have been used more effectively 1n

the initial phases of t on rathe nata

later time. Counterbattery could possibly have elimi-
nated some of the volume of fires the enemy was able to
concentrate in the area,

A Ranger battalion should not be employed in the same
manner as a regular infantry battalion, It 1s tralned and
equipped for speeial type misslons and lacks strength or
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weapons to organize a defensive position in depth. _As

The battalion, therefore, has to depend on such supporting

fires ag can be obtained., In this operation, even the Saan
wﬁi )mnrtars erganie to each assault platoen, could not bd
v“* ; succesalully employsd due to enemy fires, the terrain sng
f difficultles of ebservatieni
In a wooded area, such as therﬂnmtgen,rereet, armod
iz eonfined, or canalized, and ecannot be emﬁleyed'te 1ts
fullest advantize. The enemy can defend the natural ave-
nues of approach with anti-tank weapons and mine fields

V therek nird he gaolovsent of tanks taww
: pragticel. Combat Command 'R' could have possibly driven

to the Roer River had its attack not stopped due to the
confinement imposed by terrain around BERGSTEIN and the

enemy's organization of the area for anti-tank defense.

LESSONS

1. A.bﬁim!ﬂy weoded sector offers excellent defensive
_g/a > peiiifiii}%ee ifhproperly organized This may be attested
by casualty tables of unlits operating within the Hurtgen
Forest for a 99 day period:(62)
9th Infantry Division(13 Sep-26 Oct) -~ 3,835
28th Infantry Division(27 Oct-20 Nov) - 3,611
4th Infantry Division(6 Nov-8 Dec) -_5,260
Total for 99 days 12,707
2. Artillexry fire is a potent weapon against an eneny
s - S AR n i

either in the open or___;unnded_areas. MBJQ;iiI_Qf
casualties suffered on either gide are frow artillery

or mortar fragments. Tree bursts or'time fires utilize the
maximum effect efAegglle.

(62)A-1,pg.165 ~05 -



qugﬁ;;‘ (5. Artiliery cannot offer close support to inﬂantry in
i T e e R
@ﬁi vﬁkh}heavily wooded areas due to lack of observation and tree
e P D A R

¢¢y’ [bursts‘endangering own troops.

4. Infantry troops, down to and including platoon level,
A WP 50 P e .

should be trained in adiusting and.dirpecting .artillery

s e AW A

fire. An artillery forward observer cannot always be in

RS Ak, 4 o e

position when needed.

™. Armored umits LQperating in heavily wooded areas should
'W L

A A P
i W S A R T e it PO

yé;#st be employed only against 1imited objectives.. Deployment

- P R R i g W M ¢ s, M

and manuever ls extremely limited and exploitation vir-
tually impossible.

. The capture of a critical terrain feature, without a

P R DA

defense in depth, 1eaves a unlt vulnerable to” énvelopment

R Rt N‘Wf‘vwdwm a4 g i

or 1nfiltration.
bl .

T, Infiltration tactics should employ sufficlent and
aggressive foree;?tzmgaeeesg?uily accomplish mission.
S =

8. Communicatioen, evacuation and. supply.are aiways

AP
g e AR AR
AT LML Lo PV T

difficult prohlems An any combat, situation. Alternate
methods of accomplishing each should be lncluded in the

training of a unit. _
Bl A coordinated and aggressive defense by a small force

using supporting armg can gefeni_gxitggal,gg;;a;n against

(o AT MEEE et
ittt

d guperior force‘

MY RS B At
G R T Y TV : LN

ﬁf:ji;Jl 10. 4 succeseful attack depends on the ability to defend
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